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Parliament, he stopped short: he had already satiated his
resentments, which were not against things, but persons : he
furiously opposed that counsel, and promised to undertake
for the Parliament himself. When the Queen had declared
her pleasure for the dissolution, he flew off in greater rage
than ever; opposed the court in all elections, where he had
influence or power; and made very humblel advances to
reconcile himself with the discarded lords, especially the
Earl of Godolphin, who is reported to have treated him at
Newmarket in a most contemptuous manner. But the sin-
cerity of his repentance, which appeared manifestly in the
first session of the new Parliament, and the use he might be
of by his own remaining credit, or rather that of his duchess,
with the Queen, at length begat a reconcilement. He still
kept his employment, and place in the cabinet council j but
had never appeared there, from an avowed dislike of all
persons and proceedings. It happened about the end of
summer, one thousand seven hundred and eleven, at Windsor,
when the cabinet council was summoned, this duke, whether
by directions from his teachers, or the instability of his
nature, took a fancy to resume his place, and a chair was
brought accordingly; upon which Mr. Secretary St. John
refused to assist, and gave his reasons, that he would never
sit in council with a man who had so often betrayed them,
and was openly engaged with a faction which endeavoured
to obstruct all Her Majesty's measures. Thus the council
was put off to next day, and the duke made no farther
attempts to be there.2 But, upon this incident, he declared
open war against the ministry; and, from that time to the
session, employed himself in spiriting up several depending
lords to adhere to their friends, when an occasion should
offer. The arguments he made use of, were, that those in
power designed to make an ignominious and insecure peace,

1  P. Fitzgerald says "the meanest."   [W. S. J.]

2  "I had almost forgot to tell you," writes Lewis to Swift in the

same letter, ** you have mistaken the case of the D-----of S-----, which,

in truth, was this, that his grace appearing at court, in the chamber
next to the council chambei, it was apprehended he would come into
the cabinet council, and therefore the intended meeting was put off;
whereas one would judge, by your manner of stating it, that the council
had met, and adjourned abruptly upon his taking his place there."
Sir W. Scott's edit. vol. xix,, pp. 133-136.    [T. S.]
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